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ABC LEARNING — CENTRES UNDER REVIEW 

93. Hon SUE ELLERY to the Minister for Community Services: 
Regarding my first question today, by way of explanation, questions are prepared in my name by me.  

Hon Norman Moore: I am terribly disappointed to hear that because I did not think you had a mind like that.  

Hon SUE ELLERY: I refer to the announcement yesterday by the receivers of ABC Learning that 43 childcare 
centres in Western Australia, caring for more than 1 000 children and employing more than 400 staff, remain 
under operational review and are not guaranteed to remain open after 31 December 2008. What steps has the 
minister taken to ensure that the licensing applications of potential new operators are fast-tracked to ensure 
continuity of service to the families involved?   

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY replied: 
I seem to recall answering a similar question not so long ago.  

Although 43 Western Australian ABC childcare centres have been identified as being under operational review, 
it is likely that there will be a number of different scenarios in relation to these centres. For example, two of the 
43 centres have previously been part of the contract let by the Department of Defence. Existing licensees from 
both the community-based and profit sector have expressed interest to the receiver about operating services. 
Such expressions of interest range from identifying specific ABC centres to a broader approach. Clarification by 
the receivers about the ownership of premises where ABC services are currently operating will impact on this 
and has yet to be provided. However, it is likely that a significant number of applications will, in fact, be from 
existing operators rather than new operators. Childcare licensing is reviewing business processes and the 
legislative requirements for opportunities to allow for fast-tracking, which will at the same time ensure that 
services provide a safe and supportive environment for the children enrolled.  

I am very concerned that 43 centres are under review. As I said, I hope that non-government services will pick 
up a lot of them.  
 


